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When little Teresa Zaleski became ill last month, her parents wondered for days what was
wrong with their 2-year-old daughter.

It turned out that Teresa's worsening cough, loss of appetite and pneumonialike symptoms were the result of her
swallowing a disc battery that lodged in and burned a hole in her esophagus.

Teresa, who comes from eastern Ohio, has been hospitalized at Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh for four weeks. She has
undergone two surgeries and is likely to spend at least another month in the hospital, said her father, Robert Zaleski.

Small, disc-shaped batteries are found in many gifts of the holiday season: toys, remote controls, cameras, watches,
games, calculators and even singing greeting cards and talking children's books. They can be tempting to very young
children, who might mistake them for a piece of candy, health experts said.

The battery Teresa swallowed apparently came from a small flashlight her brother had been given on a school field trip,
her father said.

"Parents do not realize that these things are not innocuous. They set up an electrical current that becomes a burn," said
Dr. Barbara Gaines, a pediatric surgeon and director of the Benedum Pediatric Trauma Program at Children's.

The risks are not widely known by the public, said Ed Krenzelok, director of the Pittsburgh Poison Center and a professor
of pharmacy at the University of Pittsburgh.

"People are totally unaware of the fact that these batteries can have such devastating consequences," Krenzelok said.

Teresa cannot eat or swallow and was on breathing equipment for more than a week, said her father. Her trachea was
damaged.

"The battery ate through her esophagus. That's made all of this very complicated. We really did not know what had
happened, " Zaleski said.

Doctors have reconstructed Teresa's trachea, but she needs several more reconstructive surgeries on her esophagus, said
Dr. Barbara Gaines, a pediatric surgeon and director of the Benedum Pediatric Trauma Program at Children's. She is being
fed intravenously.

Teresa is one of two children hospitalized at Children's this year because of swallowing a battery. A boy spent four months
in the hospital, Gaines said.

"With these two children, the battery burned a hole through the esophagus," she said.
Zaleski said he had never considered the risk of such batteries.

"You hear about Drano and other poisons and know to keep them out of reach of small kids. I'd never really heard about
the dangers of small batteries," he said.
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In 2010, the American Association of Poison Con ST 3,807 disc battery ingestions nearly all occurring in
ghildren less than five years of age. The Pittsburgh@oi i\g reports of 57 ingestions of disc batteries
involving children the same year. =

Most do not become life threatening, Krenzelok s3i {[P://TRIBLIVE.COM/HOME/

If a child ingests a battery, the Pittsburgh Poison Center can be contacted for assistance at 1-800-222-1222.

Around the Web

(http://dermalmedix.com/cmd.php?ad=828738)

If You Suffer From Callused Feet, Try This Plan-banks-don-t-want-you-knowing.php?
Amazing Trick!
(http://dermalmedix.com/cmd.php?
ad=828738)

DermalMedix (http://dermalmedix.com/cmd.php?
ad=828738)

IMARILLO]

| =g L

os i.l'E.EI.ES b :
(http://www.hooch.net/news-anchors-that-
make-you-tune-in/?
utm_source=ab&utm_campaign=nat-d-us-
170519-hn-ab-a4a1&utm_medium=
[EncodedAdbladeTracker]-
ab&utm_content=jackie&utm_term=)

These Anchors Definitely Give Viewers A
Reason To Tune In...
(http://www.hooch.net/news-anchors-
that-make-you-tune-in/?
utm_source=ab&utm_campaign=nat-d-
us-170519-hn-ab-a4al&utm_medium=
[EncodedAdbladeTracker]-

ab&utm_content=jackie&utm_terms=)
Hooch (http://www.hooch.net/news-anchors-that-
make-you-tune-in/?
utm_source=ab&utm_campaign=nat-d-us-170519-
hn-ab-a4al&utm medium=
[EncodedAdbladeTracker]-
ab&utm_content=jackie&utm_term=)

http://triblive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_773666.html

OELAH u'm.

Ads by Adblade (//www.adblade.com)

(http://comparisons.org/the-home-refinancing-  (http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=833664)

Warning: Don't Use Probiotics Before You

aff=1443) See This (http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?

Federal Stimulus Package To Pay Off The ad=833664)
Gundry MD (http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?
ad=833664)

Mortgage (http://comparisons.org/the-
home-refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-
want-you-knowing.php?aff=1443)
Comparisons (http://comparisons.org/the-home-
refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-want-you-
knowing.php?aff=1443)

o )

(https://www.nationalconcealed.com/start/gco (http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804053)

AFFID=AdBlade&C1=LifeStyleDellaHolster&C2: Hqow To Fix Your Fatigue (Do This Every
Take Free Online Test to get Qualified to  Day) (http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?
Carry Concealed Today! ad=804053)
(https://www.nationalconcealed.com/start, Gundry MD (http:/gundrymd.com/cmd.php?
AFFID=AdBlade&Cl=LifeStyleDellaHolsteré 34=804053)

nationalconcealed.com
(https://www.nationalconcealed.com/start/gtmcourse
AFFID=AdBlade&C1=LifeStyleDellaHolster&C2=(

2/4


http://dermalmedix.com/cmd.php?ad=828738
http://dermalmedix.com/cmd.php?ad=828738
http://dermalmedix.com/cmd.php?ad=828738
http://comparisons.org/the-home-refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-want-you-knowing.php?aff=1443
http://comparisons.org/the-home-refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-want-you-knowing.php?aff=1443
http://comparisons.org/the-home-refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-want-you-knowing.php?aff=1443
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=833664
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=833664
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=833664
http://www.hooch.net/news-anchors-that-make-you-tune-in/?utm_source=ab&utm_campaign=nat-d-us-170519-hn-ab-a4a1&utm_medium=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]-ab&utm_content=jackie&utm_term=
http://www.hooch.net/news-anchors-that-make-you-tune-in/?utm_source=ab&utm_campaign=nat-d-us-170519-hn-ab-a4a1&utm_medium=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]-ab&utm_content=jackie&utm_term=
http://www.hooch.net/news-anchors-that-make-you-tune-in/?utm_source=ab&utm_campaign=nat-d-us-170519-hn-ab-a4a1&utm_medium=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]-ab&utm_content=jackie&utm_term=
https://www.nationalconcealed.com/start/gtmcoursemup4.php?AFFID=AdBlade&C1=LifeStyleDellaHolster&C2=CPC&C3=DellaHolster
https://www.nationalconcealed.com/start/gtmcoursemup4.php?AFFID=AdBlade&C1=LifeStyleDellaHolster&C2=CPC&C3=DellaHolster
https://www.nationalconcealed.com/start/gtmcoursemup4.php?AFFID=AdBlade&C1=LifeStyleDellaHolster&C2=CPC&C3=DellaHolster
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804053
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804053
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804053
http://triblive.com/home/
http://www.adblade.com/

7/26/2017 Tiny batteries pose huge risk for small children | TribLIVE

0 Comments L Sort by = Oldest
I —

mﬁn Add a comment... (HTTP://TRIBLIVE.COM/HOMEN

8O-

Facebook Comments Plugin

& TribLIVE commenting policy

f (https://www.facebook.com/triblive) W' (littps://twittefhieibTaEdaddE) (https://instagram.com/triblive/)
N (/home/rss/)

© 2017 Trib Total Media, LLC | (/termsofservice/)

http://triblive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_773666.html 3/4


https://www.facebook.com/triblive
https://twitter.com/TribLIVE
https://instagram.com/triblive/
http://triblive.com/home/rss/
http://triblive.com/termsofservice/
https://www.facebook.com/ncpc3201
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CWaLWegx5WZ_NLdSb3AHdoJywBPSRiu1K3MHA2IcF5LDZo44IEAEg14btI2DJhqOH1KOAEKABs5rRvQPIAQPgAgCoAwHIA5kEqgTNAU_QbCKt5LZX40r9k03YwCHMMzqnNo1_2uzwlBSh2slYscxrEgiPDBI6dvZh7RlaTf7faytg02GJTeIrQlLnrMOORyxMT32zHFmi5syORdM2SVBN5gocRgG6mXmwm0u-Fj13IYWXLyivzhfJWl_L1WujpzyKjkLNQn7TP6phT_jqNouAm9gNx98xHgViQDsE6o8IuFVpj_tf4WFb_pgoKxL2hHxg0cMjckpMmwTEToTyqGZYV2BSncAjmpsUTWtScJM4jc75kJBm1GDGJFzgBAGgBgOAB7XlrkKoB6_KG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIAhEAEYAbEJRALXHbNtDgfYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoE6QMM600vx0Qs9HyZf3z5Q&sig=AOD64_08xeaKBClKvSS96F1nOekYSbMvmA&client=ca-pub-7040755145092639&adurl=https://www.dexmedia.com/lp/google/work-life-balance-teal/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dgoogle_2017-05_work-life-balance_teal%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3DDisplay-Remarketing-Non-Vertical-General
http://tribtotalmedia.com/
http://triblive.com/home/

7/26/2017 Tiny batteries pose huge risk for small children | TribLIVE

http://triblive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_773666.html 4/4



